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A European woman has been kept by a family as a domestic slave for 10
years. She is one of over 45 million victims of modern day slavery today.
Drawing courage from the filmmaker's presence, she decides to escape the
unbearable oppression and become a free person.
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SYNOPSIS

A WOMAN CAPTURED is about Marish, a 52-year-old Hungarian woman
who has been serving a family for a decade, working 20 hours a day -
without getting paid. Her ID was taken from her by her oppressors and she's
not allowed to leave the house without permission. Treated like an animal,
she only gets leftovers to eat and no bed to sleep in.

Marish spends the days with fear in her heart, but dreaming of getting her
life back.

The presence of the camera helps her realize she isn't completely alone. She
begins to show signs of trust; after 2 years of shooting, she gathers her
courage and reveals her plan: “I am going to escape.”

The film follows Marish’s heroic journey back to freedom.

TRAILER https://vimeo.com/242714424

CONTACT julianna.ugrin@eclipsefim.hu +36.20.212.86.36.




ECLIPSE FILM, HUNGARY A WOMAN CAPTURED

PREMIERE
WORLD PREMIERE:
The 19th of November 2017 @ IDFA Feature Length Competition

Nr. 1. Most viewed film on Docs for Sales (market of IDFA)
https://www.idfa.nl/en/info/docs-for-sale-top-10-views

NORTH AMERICAN PREMIERE:

The 22nd of January 2018 @ SUNDANCE World Cinema Documentary
Competition

CONTACT julianna.ugrin@eclipsefim.hu +36.20.212.86.36.
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DIRECTOR

BERNADETT TUZA-RITTER is a Hungarian independent film director
and editor specializing in creative documentaries and fiction. She
studied directing and editing at the University of Theatre and Film
Arts Budapest. In 2013 she worked as a director in the project called
‘Cinetrain — Russian Winter’ which won the audience award at Vision
du Reel documentary festival. Member of HSE and Hungarian Film
Academy. Her first feature length documentary A WOMAN
CAPTURED premiered at IDFA 2017 Main Competition. After its
world premiere it was selected by Sundance Film Festival 2018 —
World Cinema Documentary Competition, and thus it will be the first Hungarian feature
length film ever to compete at Sundance, in January of 2018.

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm2332629

DELEGATE PRODUCER

JULIANNA UGRIN is an experienced Hungarian documentary
producer. She has participated in EAVE, EURODOC,
Emerging Producers, Sarajevo Talent Campus and IDFA
World View Summer School, and is a member of EDN. She
established her company, Eclipse Film in 2011. Since then her
films have been premiered at Sundance, Locarno, IDFA,
DOKLeipzig, Sarajevo IFF etc. Her movies have won awards at
DOKLeipzig, Sheffield, ZagrebDox, Sarajefo IFF, Trieste IFF etc. She teaches film
producing at the Hungarian Academy of Drama and Film and is a DLA student there.
She has experience in working with ARTE, HBO and the Hungarian National Film Fund.

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm3782729

PRODUCER

- VIKI REKA KISS has been an active in a variety of international
film productions in different roles in the past few years. She
“grew up” in the most prominent Hungarian production
company, Laokoon Filmgroup, where she worked exclusively for
over 3 years in both documentaries and feature films, including
the Golden Globe and Academy Award winning movie called
Son of Saul (2016, Best Foreign Language by Laszl6 Nemes).
Later she started working as an independent producer. Her main
focus has been creative documentaries, and Eclipse Film (owned by Julianna Ugrin) has
become a perfect match for her in this endeavor. In the meantime she also works on the
development of feature film projects with young Hungarian filmmakers. She is a Sarajevo
Talent Alumna.

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm4950627

CONTACT julianna.ugrin@eclipsefim.hu +36.20.212.86.36.
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COMPANY PROFILES

Eclipse Film is a Budapest-based independent film production

company, founded by Julianna Ugrin in 2011. The company

concentrates on high-quality productions with relevant, particular
Q or artistic content. Creative documentaries have been in the

primary focus since the beginning, but it also develops and
produces author fiction films, commercials and corporate films on
an international level. Since the foundation, they have managed to
connect young, talented Hungarian filmmakers with experienced
members of the industry. Their films have participated in festivals like IDFA, DOK Leipzig,
Sarajevo IFF, to name but a few. The company is also a co-organizer of DunaDOCK,
EURODOC and KineDok.

ECLIPSE FILM

http://www.eclipsefilm.hu

CORSOf FILM J\P;.e beginnir?gs of CORSO Film lie in the year 2008 when Erik

inker, Martin Roelly and Andreas Brauer founded the production
company HUPE Film in Cologne/Germany. With increasing success the company produced
documentaries and fiction films for the national and international market. Until today the team
considers intensive plot development and close cooperation with the authors most important.
The films of the company are running regularly on festivals like Berlinale, Festival del Film
Locarno, DOK Leipzig, IDFA, Hot Docs, Visions Du Réel Nyon, Doc Aviv and many more and
have been awarded several times. Since August 2016 Martin Roelly and Erik Winker are
running the company under the new name CORSO Film.

http://www.corsofilm.com/

CONTACT julianna.ugrin@eclipsefim.hu +36.20.212.86.36.
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DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

A SOCIAL ISSUE

Modern slavery occurs "when a person is under control of another person, who applies
violence and force to maintain that control, and the goal of that control is exploitation” -
Kevin Bales, co-founder and former president of Free the Slaves

The 2016 Global Slavery Index estimates that 45.8 million people are subject to some
form of modern slavery in the world today, 1.2 million of them in Europe. This
includes forced labor and domestic servitude as well as prostitution.

THE FILM

A WOMAN CAPTURED follows a few years of woman'’s life, who has been kept by a
family as a domestic slave for 10 years - in the form of an observational, feature length
documentary. It was shot almost entirely inside the house where she was a captive.

UNIQUE ACCESS

| met a woman called Eta, who was proud of having servants. | couldn’t forget one of
her servants’ face - Marish: a woman who was only around 50 years old, but looked
like she was 70. A few years later | had to make a short documentary at the university
about "A day of a person” and | called Eta if | could go to her house and shoot with
Marish. She said yes. That time | didn't realise that | entered a house where modern
day slavery was happening, as | didn’t really understand the phenomenon.

INSIDE THE HOUSE

In the beginning everyone was nice to me. It became suspicious gradually: signs of
aggression and lies appeared, and Marish had to ask Eta’s permission for
everything... | slowly realised that | was dealing with petty criminals. Marish asked me
not to call the police, because it would have only brought her more trouble: the
police in Hungary cannot offer any help or protection (neither physical nor legal) for
victims like her. | had no choice but keep going back to her - so | asked for more time
to shoot, but eventually | had to pay Eta cash to do that.

| tell the story from the inside. Even though it was the most unpleasant and
frightening shooting, | am honoured that | got to know Marish and that a person in
distress trusted me to present her fight for dignity. | believe it will help the audience
to understand the concept of domestic slavery and that my film will serve as an eye-
opener to this serious social problem.

CONTACT julianna.ugrin@eclipsefim.hu +36.20.212.86.36.
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THE MESSAGE

This film, | believe, will confront Western audiences with something very
uncomfortable: the fact that slavery is happening in their own surroundings. It is not
just a third world problem. It's everywhere. The location where | shot was not hidden
or on the periphery of civilisation - it was in the middle of Europe.

| want to show this story, raise awareness to the problem and start a wider
conversation on it. | am from a country in the EU where most people have not even
heard about this issue, and there are barely any governmental or non-governmental
organisations that even remotely try to deal with it.

ARTISTIC APPROACH

My objective was to bring the viewer close to the main character’s feelings and to her
stifling circumstances. The camera focuses on the atmosphere and her emotional
state - to understand how years of inhumane treatment can transfer the victims to a
psychological prison.

The slave-keeper family remains anonymous throughout the film, parts of their
bodies, their shadows, voices and the objects they are surrounded by are the only
indicators of who they are and where they live. My goal was to make the story
universal - this issue exists all over the world.

THE OUTCOME

The story of Marish paints an unsettling picture of a society unsure of its values, where
human dignity can easily become a commodity, but it also gives us hope in the way
that it shows that the attention humans may pay to each other can save lives. Most of
all, AWOMEN CAPTURED is the story of empowerment, of a woman who takes a risk,
escapes and rises above the horrible things that were done to her.

TECH SPECS

Length: 89 min

Screening Format: DCP (25 fps)
Sound: DCP 5.1, TV 2.0
Country of Production: Hungary
Language: Hungarian

Subtitles: English

CONTACT julianna.ugrin@eclipsefim.hu +36.20.212.86.36.
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CREW

Written, Directed and Photographed by Bernadett Tuza-Ritter
Produced by Julianna Ugrin and Viki Réka Kiss

Production Company: ECLIPSE FILM, Budapest/Hungary
Co-Producers: Erik Winker and Martin Roelly
Co-Production Company: CORSO FILM, Cologne/Germany
Executive Producer: Bernadett Tuza-Ritter

Editor: Bernadett Tuza-Ritter

Additional Editor: Néra Richter

Editing Consultant: Nanna Frank Mgller

Script Consultant: Balint Nadas

Sound Mix & Design: Tamas Bohacs, Marton Kristof,

Music: Csaba Kalotas

PRODUCED BY ECLIPSE FILM IN CO-PRODUCTION WITH CORSO FILM

ECLIPSE FILM

O corso { FILM
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A WOMAN CAPTURED
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CONTACT DETAILS

PRODUCER:

Julianna Ugrin

Phone: +36 20 212 86 36

Email: julianna.ugrin@eclipsefilm.hu

INTERNATIONAL SALES:
Aleksandar Govedarica, Syndicado
Phone: +421 949 635 890
Email: aleksandar@syndicado.com

DIRECTOR:

Bernadett Tuza-Ritter

Phone: +36 20 316 9062

Email: beby@movingpictures.hu

CO-PRODUCER:

Erik Winker

Phone: +49/ 221/ 205 33 701
Email: corso@corsofilm.de

Film und Medien
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