THE POETESS

a Saudi woman speaks out

World Premiere: Locarno International Film Festival 2017 (Semaine de la Critique)

Synopsis:

Hissa Hilal is the voice from behind the veil: Her weapon is her word. Hissa is a self-taught writer and
she says what she thinks. She decides to take part in the "Million's Poet" show, an Abu-Dhabi based
Multi-Million Dollar TV show. It is the Arab world's biggest poetry competition, and it is dominated by
men. Hissa works herself up, becoming the first woman in the finals. In her poems she criticizes the
patriarchal Arab society and she attacks one of the most notorious Saudi clerics for his extremist
fatwas, live, in front of 75 million viewers.

We’'ll never see Hissa's face. Like the majority of Saudi women, Hissa is covered from head to toe.
She is not allowed to drive a car. She doesn’t own a passport. And she requires consent from her
husband for any sort of activity.

Coming out of nowhere, the housewife Hissa is suddenly breaking news in the biggest Western and
Arab media.

How did she gain the knowledge and the courage to step on stage and risk her life?

This is Hissa's story.

Short director's statement:

Hissa Hilal is a contradiction. She appears covered in black, her face is hardly visible and she could
be perceived as a fanatic religious Muslim. But all of this is not the case. Hissa is a Saudi woman with
four children who was born into a traditional Bedouin family in a desert tent. It's only natural for her to
wear a burga. This is a film about a woman who grabs the opportunity to speak out and to talk against
religious extremism to stand for a peaceful Islam.
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